TO   THE   SUPREME   COURT.                      181
received; and that it seemed to be extraordinary to complain
of that force which resistance had made necessary. He com-
plained that application had not been made to the Council
for assistance. I told him that it had been made to the
chief of the district; and that, if he promised me assistance
should be given on requisition, I would undertake that no
other force should be made use of but what should be bor-
rowed from his Government. He declined making me such
promise, but insisted on the defendant not being an object of
the jurisdiction, and that the affidavit was not sufficient to
ground the process on. I said I could not submit the exe-
cution of the process to the determination of the Council on
the point of jurisdiction, or propriety of the affidavit. I
again required to know whether the Council would assist in
the execution of our warrants, writs, &c., to which he would
give me no answer. I told him I was alarmed at the con-
fusion which an open resistance to the Court from the
Council would create in this country, and the effects which
it might have at home; I told him that I had been informed
that the resident at Midnapore, Mr. Swainston, had been with
the sepoys, and that they acted under his orders; that I ex-
pected the business would be moved in the term which was
to commence in a few days; that the authority of the Court
must be vindicated; and if the facts were made out, the neces-
sary consequence would be the commitment of Mr. Swainston;
that it would be very disagreeable to me to be driven to such
extremities, but that I was resolved at all events to do my
duty, if it became necessary; that I was still in hopes some
temper might be found; that if the defendant would still
plead, I would do all that lay in my power to prevent any
prosecution being carried on, and that I did not doubt I
should be able to effect it; that if the defendant was not, as
he said, an object of the jurisdiction, no prejudice could
arise to him from pleading; for that he would then hare
judgment in his favour, and would be no more molested. lie
sieemed much moved with what I said; but told me he could
not give me any answer then, though it was what he much
wished; that he saw all the consequences, but could do no-
thing without consulting Mr. Harwell; that he would talk to
him and give me an answer in a few days; that he much
feared the consequences of the Government retracting what
they had done would be worse than their persisting. Some
days afterwards, when on a visit to him, I again mentioned
the subject. He said he was not prepared with his answer.
The term began on Friday, the 7th instant. I was informed
that the motions for the contempt would be made on Monday.
I therefore, on Sunday noon, wrote to the Governor a letter,